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URBAN EDUCATION PORTFOLIO REQUIREMENTS 

To be selected to participate as a CUE Fellow with the Center for Urban Education, teacher education students must first spend most of a year exploring and learning about urban education.  The purposes for this are twofold:  1) such exploration experiences will allow the student to determine whether or not s/he is truly interested in and suited for urban teaching; and 2) these experiences will allow the student to demonstrate his/her commitment to urban education.  The learning opportunities in which the student participates must be documented and reflected upon in an Urban Education Portfolio, which will become part of the student’s application to be a CUE Fellow.  Thus, the activities must be completed or near completion before the CUE Fellow Application is due on Feb. 14, 2011.  The contents of the portfolio are described below.


1) Volunteer Urban Service  Volunteer for a minimum of 25-30 hours in an urban community or urban school to gain insight into the realities and needs of urban teaching.  This volunteer time must be in addition to required field experience hours and in addition to paid tutoring time, if any.  The CUE will assist in finding volunteer opportunities.  The student must complete a log of experiences (Urban Service Learning Log), signed by the supervisor on site, to verify this experience.  What is learned from these experiences must be included in the essay described in point 4.

2) Annotated Bibliography  Select at least three articles or one book to read about urban teaching.  A list of suggested readings are http://www.metrostatecue.org/index.cfm/id/79/Applications-and-Resources/ The student may also locate ONE reading on his/her own that applies to Urban Education.  Use APA style for references.  For each entry in the bibliography, write a brief paragraph explaining the content of the article or book.  Include what is learned from these readings in the essay described in point 4.

3) Professional Development Seminars  Attend at least two professional development seminars/workshops on urban teaching.  At least one of these must be ones offered by the CUE (check CUE website for times/locations).  One may be sponsored by another source but must be pre-approved by a CUE committee member (Drs. Chavez, Cullen-Reavill, Heuwinkel, Pollman, Sanjuro, or Vigil).  Provide the certificate given at the seminar to document attendance at each one, and include the CUE Professional Development Seminar Log in the portfolio.  What is written on the Log and what is learned from these seminars should be included in the essay described in point 4.

4) Essay  Consider what has been learned from these experiences and readings in addition to any previous understanding of urban education.  Write an essay (up to 500 words) entitled “Why I Want to Teach in an Urban School.”  In the essay discuss:  1) How have previous experiences and knowledge of urban education influenced your decision to become an urban educator?  2) What skills does a teacher need to possess in order to be successful at teaching in an urban setting?  3) What is it in your personal and/or professional dispositions(s) that make you uniquely qualified to teach in this type of setting?  4) Describe how you can help meet the multiple and complex needs of urban and high need students.   Use APA format for your citations.  This essay will be reviewed with the attached rubric. (CUE Fellow Essay Rubric).

5) Goals  Write three goals for your growth as a CUE Fellow.

6) Optional Artifacts  Other artifacts that demonstrate commitment to urban students and schools, such as:
*Tutoring in urban schools
*Enrollment in other Linguistically Diverse Education (LDE) classes
		*Other service/initiatives related to urban teaching.
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